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enhance your child’s literacy development?
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What do we teach in Prep?

The Australian Curriculum

• Foundation learning areas of the Australian 

Curriculum

Embedded across the learning areas:

• General capabilities

• Cross-curriculum priorities
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What do we teach in Prep?

Foundation learning areas of the Australian Curriculum

ENGLISH: 

View, listen to and enjoy texts that entertain and inform, such as 

picture books or rhymes.  They begin to learn to read and create 

texts.

MATHEMATICS:

Develop a sense of number, order, sequence, pattern and position in 

relation to familiar settings.

SCIENCE:

Learn how science works and explore their world to find answers to 

questions.



What do we teach in Prep?

Foundation learning areas of the Australian Curriculum

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION:

Learn through active play and practise fundamental movement skills.  

Learn about their strengths, how to be healthy, safe and active and 

about respectful relationships with others.

HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Experiment, practise and play in familiar situations using curiosity to 

make sense of the world and to develop history and geography 

knowledge and skills about people and places.



What do we teach in Prep?

Foundation learning areas of the Australian Curriculum

THE ARTS

Share their experiences and understanding of themselves through 

exploring the arts and artworks.

TECHNOLOGIES

Learn how technologies work through exploring, designing and 

problem-solving

LANGUAGES (YEAR 5 & 6)



What do we teach in Prep?

The Australian Curriculum – Parent information



What do we teach in Prep?

The Australian Curriculum

General capabilities (embedded in learning areas):  

• Literacy

• Numeracy

• Information and Communication Technology (ICT) Capability

• Critical and Creative Thinking

• Personal and Social Capability

• Ethical Understanding

• Intercultural Understanding



Example: 

Personal and 

Social Capability 
(by the end of Foundation 

Year)

Sub-element Typically by the end of Foundation year

Personal and Social Capability learning continuum



What do we teach in Prep?

The Australian Curriculum

Cross-curriculum priorities (embedded in learning areas): 
• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander History and Culture

• Asia and Australia’s Engagement with Asia

• Sustainability



What do we teach in Prep?

How do we know 

the children are 

engaged in 

teaching and 

learning aligned to 

the Australian 

Curriculum?
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How do we:

• identify your child’s readiness for reading, and 

• track their progress

Early Start

Literacy Continuum

Sight Words

Diagnostic Assessment – PM Running Records

Summative assessments

This data informs curriculum planning and resourcing decisions 

and supports more effective differentiation for students in the 

early years of schooling.



EARLY START 
At Mansfield, Early Start is used across the early years of schooling to 

track literacy and numeracy development:

Support the school and teachers to:

•identify your child’s early literacy skills,

•gather information about your child’s abilities and learning needs,

•identify what needs to be taught next for their learning.

•generate purposeful data about literacy and numeracy achievement 

to track progress and measure growth for students

On Entry Prep End of Prep End of Year 1



EARLY START 

Example literacy and numeracy questions:

Show a picture of a road sign.  Point to some writing in the picture.

Listen to this word.  PET.  What is the first sound in the word pet?

When you are counting, what number comes after three?



THE LITERACY CONTINUUM

CLUSTER HEADINGS

CONCEPTS OF PRINT

READING

COMPREHENSION

VOCABULARY

WRITING

SPEAKING

PHONICS

PHONEMIC AWARENESS



CONCEPTS OF PRINT



CONCEPTS OF PRINT

https://readingwritingcentre.education.qld.gov.au/resources/videos


STAGES OF READING DEVELOPMENT

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=crebH6ajDu4


SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS 
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AGE APPROPRIATE PEDAGOGY



READING INSTRUCTION

SHARED 

READING
MODELLED

READING

GUIDED 

READING
INDEPENDENT 

READING

READING 

INSTRUCTION



s a t i p n

sat at tip pit tap pat

as it sit nap pan tan

is tin pin …… …….. ………

PHONICS INSTRUCTION

Phonics

✓ Identifies letter names

✓ Writes letters to correspond with sounds

✓ Uses knowledge of sounds to attempt to read and spell unknown words

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.teachingace.com%2Fphonics-phonics-phonics%2F&bvm=bv.150475504,bs.1,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNGT6z0A7afBbrc7LxjqFFJRFLarLA&ust=1490409610176149


PHONICS INSTRUCTION



PHONEMIC AWARENESS

Phonemic awareness

✓ Identifies rhyming words

✓ Provides a word starting with a given sound

✓ Claps syllables of spoken words e.g. ba/na/na

✓ Makes new words by changing sounds e.g. swap the /p/ in spin with /k/

✓ Repeats familiar rhyming verses, chants and jingles



COMPREHENSION
Comprehension 

✓ Responds to stories by connecting information and events to personal 

experiences.

✓ Retells events in a story.

✓ Predicts a plausible next event in a story.

✓ Talks about information in factual texts.

✓ Analyses and evaluates a character’s actions / motives in a story.



What do we teach in Prep?

How do we identify your child’s readiness for 

reading and track their reading progress?

How do we teach reading in Prep?

How can you support us to teach reading to 

enhance your child’s literacy development?

OUR  CHAT TODAY



PARENTS AS PARTNERS

Help your child settle into school.  

Do they

• Know and recognise their preferred name?

(if it is different to the one they might use at home)

• Know some ‘school’ language?

e.g. please, thank you, food, drink, water, toilet, sit, chair, desk, pencil

Can they:

• Recognise and write their name?

• Write some letters of the alphabet?

• Open their lunch box, drink bottle and food items?

• Toilet themselves?



SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD’S READING IN  PREP



• Use every opportunity to ask questions and engage in conversation with your child.

• Look for the times that your child is most talkative and capitalise on those moments. 

• Speak clearly in adult-like sentences.

• Talk whilst you are out and about – name objects and encourage curiosity about the 
world.  

• Use correct names for things

• Encourage your child to tell stories. He/she  can tell stories about things that happened 
to them, retell a favourite children’s book, or make up stories. 

• Play card games, puzzles and  word games like “I Spy”.

• Have your child think of words that rhyme with “bat,” “car,” “moo,” or “pie.” The 
rhyming words your child picks can be real or made-up words.

Research tells us that children who have strong oral language skills often have strong 
reading and writing skills.

( Audrey W. Prince, M.Ed.)

ORAL LANGUAGE



• Use 2 or 3 step instructions to encourage listening.

Jump. Turn around. 

Jump. Turn around. Blink your eyes. 

Jump two times and turn around three times. 

Jump three times then turn around twice while clapping.

• Ask children to repeat back instructions. 

LISTENING



• Read aloud and talk frequently about storybooks, factual 

books and rhymes.

• Use the illustrations to help tell the story - ask ‘Why?’ and 

‘What is happening in this picture?’

• Develop comprehension and understanding.

• Encourage and praise attempts to pretend read.

• Read favourite books and rhymes over and over again.

• Read together and talk about everyday items such as signs, 

notices, letters, catalogues, magazines, TV guides and food 

packaging. 

READING



• Encourage your child to use a variety of pencils, pens, crayons etc. 

• Encourage their drawing and writing attempts.

• Use scissors to cut paper and light card. 

• Play with Lego, playdough and other manipulatives to build hand 

strength. 

• Encourage your child to write their name – using upper case for 

first letter only. It’s ok if they start with all capitals.

Sahib
• Draw lines, simple shapes and letters.

• Encourage your child to hold their pencil correctly.

WRITING



THRIVE BY FIVE

How Every Child can Thrive by Five – (Molly Wright)

TED TALK 

https://www.ted.com/talks/molly_wright_how_every_child_can_thrive_by_five/transcript?language=en#t-31285
https://www.ted.com/talks/molly_wright_how_every_child_can_thrive_by_five/transcript?language=en#t-31285


If you make it fun and 

enjoyable, your children 

will love reading too!

THANK YOU  ☺



BURNING QUESTIONS?



• Australian Curriculum

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au

• ‘Helping young children learn to read’, Reading and Writing Centre, Department of 

Education QLD, 2021.  https://readingwritingcentre.education.qld.gov.au/rwc-

resources/Documents/rc-parent-booklet.pdf

• Supporting your child’s reading in Prep, Reading and Writing Centre, Department of 

Education QLD, 2021.

https://readingwritingcentre.education.qld.gov.au/rwc-

resources/Documents/supporting-parents-prep.pdf

• Reading Support Videos, Reading and Writing Centre, Department of Education QLD, 

2021.

https://readingwritingcentre.education.qld.gov.au/resources/videos

• Reading models:  putting the jigsaw together.  PETAA paper 221, 2020

• The Literacy Continuum, Department of Education QLD, 2021.

REFERENCES

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/
https://readingwritingcentre.education.qld.gov.au/rwc-resources/Documents/rc-parent-booklet.pdf
https://readingwritingcentre.education.qld.gov.au/rwc-resources/Documents/supporting-parents-prep.pdf
https://readingwritingcentre.education.qld.gov.au/resources/videos

